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FOREWORD BY THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF HEALTH

MALAYSIA

The National Environmental Health Action Plan or NEHAP was
first introduced in Malaysia way back in 2007, and much effort has
been put in to consolidate the many piecemeal and fragmented work
done previously in order to bring it to light. In fact, the Ministry of
Health (MOH) was only given the task to take the lead in
developing the action plans for the country from 5th December
2012. This visionary work that will transcend future generations has
been entrusted to the Secretariat in the Engineering Services
Division, MOH. Undeniably, this pivotal role requires much time,

energy and creativity to translate the ideas of today into action plans that is applicable for the
sustainability of environmental health of tomorrow.

In September 2013, Malaysia hosted the Third Ministerial Regional Forum on Environment
and Health in Southeast and East Asian Countries. Thus in the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on
Environment and Health, Malaysia and 13 other member countries unanimously agreed to
develop and implement NEHAP that aims to put sustainable environment and health at
the centre of development that will result in sustainability and improvements in
environmental quality, enhancement of public health, and ensure the health of the
future generations in the region.

Thanks to the assistance extended by the World Health Organization, this Guidance
Document was developed together and in cooperation with the many agencies and
stakeholders in Malaysia.  Part 1 and Part 2 of this Document is completed. As of today, Part
3 is still being discussed and elaborated by interested parties. The Secretariat is working very
hard to complete this section.

It is my sincere hope and those that hold environmental health close to their hearts that this
Document will help steer Malaysia in the right direction. With that I would like to
congratulate the Secretariat for diligently working toward completing the Action Plans.

Datuk Dr. Noor Hisham bin Abdullah

Director General of Health Malaysia

18 June 2015
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GENERAL FORMAT FOR ACTION
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